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MEETING POSTING

TOWN OF NANTUCKET
Pursuant to MGL Chapter 30A, § 18-25
All meeting notices and agenda must be filed, and time stamped with the Town
Clerk’s Office and posted at least 48 hours prior to the meeting (excluding
Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays)

Committee/Board/s Nantucket Board of Health, 131 Pleasant Street Nantucket, MA 02554

Day, Date, and Time Thursday, January 19, 2023 4:00PM

Location / Address Hirst Floor Community Room 4 Fairgrounds Road, Nantucket, MA
Remote Participation Via YouTube and Zoom

Information on viewing the meeting can be found at:
https://www.nantucket-ma.gov/138/Boards-Commissions-Committees

Signature of Chair or | Stephen Visco, Chair
Authorized Person

WARNING: IF THERE IS NO QUORUM OF MEMBERS PRESENT, OR IF MEETING
POSTING IS NOT IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE OML STATUTE, NO
MEETING MAY BE HELD!

YouTube Link:

Commissioners: Stephen Visco (Chair), Meredith Lepore (Vice-Chair)
James Cooper, Brooke Mohr, Kerry McKenna

AGENDA:

Please list below the topics the chair reasonably anticipates will be discussed at the meeting

Public Announcement — This meeting is being audio and visual recorded
Public Comment

Directors Report

Review of Minutes December 15, 2022

Loan Request for 24 Ridge Lane

Discussion of Needle Exchange Program at Health Imperatives

Variance request for 17 Tetawkimmo Drive, 53-3, septic setbacks
Variance request for 8 Bank Street, 73.1.3-69, septic setbacks to allow for new construction of a basement
Ratify Emergency Condemnation of basement at 40.5 Essex Road
Ratify Emergency Condemnation of basement at 44 Union Street
Adjourn












BOARD OF HEALTH VARIANCE REQUEST
ADDENDUM

RE: 8 Bank Street Siasconset

Dear Nantucket Board of Health. An amendment to the previously granted variance
from the provision of C.M.R. 310 15.211(1) preferring a 10.00’ set-back from the septic tank to
the proposed basement foundation located at 8 Bank St Siasconset is hereby requested. The
property benefits from a newly installed (2020) Title V compliant sub-surface sewage disposal
system with a concrete tank and leach field wholly contained within the property. This Board of
Health already granted a variance from said provision in 2020 when the new system was
installed (see plan attached). The owners wish to install a basement under the residence. The
location of the residence as it relates to the system components will all remain the same as was
the case in 2020 when the initial variance was granted.

Most of the separation distances specified in the Code are based on concerns related to
the protection of public health and the environment, (see Technical Evaluation to The State
Environmental Code 310 CMR 15.00 prepared by Defeo, Wait & Associates, Inc. for the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Environmental Affairs, May 19, 2005 at page
74) The predominantly sandy soil located on and beneath the locus as identified on the
attached plan encourages the downward migration of any potential liquid migration from the
system more than lateral thus mitigating the potential for any liquids impacting the foundation.
To eliminate any potential health concerns a Mar-Plex 5000 brand rubberized asphalt
waterproof membrane shall be utilized on the foundation rendering it impermeable.

However, a number of separation distances are simply intended to assure adequate
working space is available for the system’s installation and maintenance (id at 74). The new
system was installed in 2020 obviating the need to address the tank itself. Any maintenance to
a new Ttile V system should be limited to an annual pumping schedule for which adequate
access is currently available. Permanent subterranean sub-surface soldier piles and lagging is
proposed to be installed insuring the long terms stability of the locus in the event future
maintenance is required.

The criteria that existed warranting the previously granted variance remains, therefore
this requested amendment, under the circumstances, is likewise warranted.
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CHAPTER 9
SETBACKS AND ENVIRONMENTAL:IMPACTS
Setback distances refer to the hotizontal or lateral distance berween the various components of the

seplic tank/soil absorption system and areas, or items of concern. . For the most part, these include
points of possxble human contact such as wells or surface waters. Generally, the specified separation

distances are intended to provide adequate transport time for the passage of the effluent through the
soil where the concentrations of contaminants are expected to be reduced by filtration, sttammg,

physml—chemml processes, bxologlcal acnvxtyl dilution and dxspersxon

' Approximately 100 million people in the United States depend on ground water as their primary
source of drinking water. In Massachusetts, thirty-three percent of all drinking water is supplied from

either public or private ground water sources. Protecting these valuable water supplies from
contamination is a matter of utmost importance and a responsibility that is shared by a number of
federal, state and local agencies, including the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

- ©ED)

. The Depanmem of Environmental Protection, along Wwith other agencies, is also responsible for

assuring that sanitary wastes are properly managed so as not 10 pose a threat 1o,the public health or

- the environment. Regulating waste disposal practices has traditionally been considered a function. .

which is separate and distinct from waler supply management, and as a result the two programs have
not always been fully integrated. Now, more than ever, it is evident that the subsurface environment
must be considered a single medium, and that we must properly manage both our water use and waste_
dis;iosal practices if we are to reduce the potential public health risks.

In considering the possible contamination of water supplies from septic tank/soil absorption systems,
attention must be focussed on the transport and fate of pollutants from the system through the
underlying soils and into the ground water. A number of complex physical, chemical and biological
removal mechanisms occur iri both the soil and ground water. ' The reader is referred to earlier

discussions for an overall description of the natural treatment processes occurring within the
subsurface environment. '

Extensive research conducted during the past decade, has clearly demonstrated that contaminants
allowed to enter the ground water can travel for great distances without appreciable reductions in
concentration. ‘This information would suggest that under ideal conditions, waters vsed for waste
disposal should not be allowed to intermix with those used for water supply.” However, since we rely
so heavily on the ground water both as a source of drinking water and as a receptor for our wastes,
segregating the two often is not practical. Therefore, it is imperative that these two activities be
appropriately managed to reduce incidents where the public health is at risk.

73

DeFeo, Wait & Associates, [ne Technical Evaluation - Title 5
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